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The Activity Cycle 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


SPARK 
interest in a topic 


PLAN 
what and how 


 


DO 
see what happens! 


REFLECT 
on what you 


learned 








 


 


ADULT 
 


 


 


 







 


 


 


GIRL 








OUR GROUP AGREEMENT: 
 


 








The Art of OpenThe Art of OpenThe Art of OpenThe Art of Open----Ended QuestioningEnded QuestioningEnded QuestioningEnded Questioning    


Use openUse openUse openUse open----ended questions to help groups:ended questions to help groups:ended questions to help groups:ended questions to help groups:    


FocusFocusFocusFocus    
Gain direction and 


narrow their scope. 


 


SupportSupportSupportSupport    


Make plans & add 


more detail. 
 


Notice ProcessNotice ProcessNotice ProcessNotice Process    


“See” their group 


process. 
 


ExpandExpandExpandExpand    


Consider other ideas and 


expand their thinking. 
 








YOUR
QUESTIONS


HERE


©2013 MyParkingSign.com - Printed for Free (800) 952-1457








Making a PlanMaking a PlanMaking a PlanMaking a Plan    


SummarizeSummarizeSummarizeSummarize    
Group similar questions/ideas together. 


 


Resource CheckResource CheckResource CheckResource Check    
1. Do we have enough time? 


2. Do we have enough resources? 


 


 


 
 


 


ChooseChooseChooseChoose    
Vote, come to a consensus, or otherwise choose 


which idea(s) your girls will do. 


 


DelegateDelegateDelegateDelegate    
Break down the question/idea into smaller 


questions/tasks and split them up amongst 


small groups.  


 


Dream BoxDream BoxDream BoxDream Box    








This file contains samples of the preprints for the “Inquiry Skills” workshop. 


 


These pages can be hand-copied or printed on 8.5”x11” paper: 


 Parking Lot (we’ve included a fun graphic, but a simple “Parking Lot” 


written on paper is fine as well) 


 Adult/Girl sign, double-sided 


 


These pages can be hand-copied on easel paper or printed at poster size: 


 Group Agreement (you can laminate this or cover with Contact paper to 


make it reusable with dry-erase markers) 


 Activity Cycle 


 Turning Questions (action/no-action questions) 


 Planning Tools 


 Open-Ended Questioning 








Action and NoAction and NoAction and NoAction and No----Action QuestionsAction QuestionsAction QuestionsAction Questions    


Action QuestionsAction QuestionsAction QuestionsAction Questions    
Suggest the next steps to take to  


investigate the question. 


“What would happen if we used a bigger balloon?” 


 


NoNoNoNo----Action QuestionsAction QuestionsAction QuestionsAction Questions    
Don’t easily suggest the next steps to take to  


investigate the question. 


“Why does the balloon make the rocket go?” 


 


Turning QuestionsTurning QuestionsTurning QuestionsTurning Questions    
1. Look for variables. (Hint: look for nouns!) 


2. Come up with ways to change one variable. 


3. Come up with ways to change the other 


variables. 


4. Share these new questions with the girls. 


 


 





